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Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—LNP) (12.11 pm): I just want to acknowledge the honourable

member for Fitzroy. It is great to see you back, Jim, in good health. You have served your electorate well
and I have learnt a lot from you and wish you all of the best for the future, Jim.

Honourable members: Hear, hear!
Mr KNUTH: The announcement by this government to sell off the tablelands research stations is

appalling, short-sighted and bewildering. Each of these stations is vital and located in separate climate
zones for different horticultural and farm management systems. The problems of food security in the
Murray-Darling Basin will provide enormous opportunities for the Atherton tablelands and north
Queensland. The research centres are essential for the development of new crops and varieties to the
tablelands. The LNP has committed to retaining and revitalising the three stations as an essential part of
the tablelands centre of excellence.

The recommendations from the report stated that retaining the sites is a viable option and that while
option 1 may have been more desirable to this centralising government it certainly was not the only viable
option. There is without a doubt a need for each of these stations as they are specifically important for
different reasons—Kairi for dairy research, Walkamin for broadacre cropping and pasture development
and Southedge for horticultural research and development.

Over the years we have seen DPI reduced to a mere shadow of its former self, and the closure of
these centres will only add to the demise of the once-proud department. The closure will also add further
pressure to the ability of the agricultural industry to deal with issues of the future. The agriculture and dairy
industries are understandably upset. The Kairi station is the only tropical dairy research station in Australia
and possibly the world. The decision to not only close the station but also sell the herd will set back the
projects and research currently underway. The sale of the dairy herd and the current facility and the land is
purely and simply a money grab to pay off the $65 billion debt this government has created. This sale will
be at the expense of hardworking farmers on the tablelands who have been kicked in the guts time and
time again.

The LNP supports the introduction of additional extension officers but will not sell off any land. We
have grave concerns for the future of the Mareeba Agricultural College. Our concerns are for the fate of the
students. Will the emphasis remain on the students and the current curriculum? More than 20,000 people
are employed in the agricultural industry in north Queensland, which generates 40 per cent of the state’s
beef and horticultural production. The industry has the potential to expand, but the minister has taken a
backward step through this so-called fresh approach. Instead of grabbing the opportunity created by a
looming global food crisis, the minister has effectively shut down the potential to expand and diversify by
negating the benefits of the research station.

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics predicts that agricultural production
in the sugar industry could decline by 17 per cent and the beef industry by 34 per cent by 2050 due to the
impact of climate change. The government needs to protect the agricultural industry’s ability to adapt to
this threat by providing avenues of research—not closing them down—and building the infrastructure
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required to take advantage of the climate in the north. Simply, it needs to identify the potential of the area
and capitalise on this to ensure not only the security of the industry but also the potential for increased
productivity.

Future challenges for the industry combined with the lack of research and development will minimise
the contribution this industry could be making to the state’s economy. Investment in research and
development is linked to increased productivity. However, we see here the lack of value the government
has placed not only on the industry but on the research that has the potential to identify new strategies to
increase productivity. Where will the funding for the research come from? Will Queensland be reliant on
research findings from other states? If this is the case, the findings will be of no use to producers as the
uniqueness of the area will not be taken into consideration.

Minister, what is the value of the land and the herd? Minister, we want an ironclad guarantee that
any money from the sale of the facility, the land and the herd will remain on the tablelands. The minister
should hang his head in shame. This is not about a fresh approach; this is about flogging off what the
government can to try to balance the books. Eventually people will want to know why food prices are
astronomically high. It will be the fault of this government which, through its short-sightedness and
stupidity, has failed to recognise not only the value of the industry but also the potential for the industry’s
expansion, which is dependent on continued investment in research and development. The federal
government, with its grocery price inquiry, has made a thinly-veiled attempt to keep the pressure on food
prices for the benefit of consumers. However, the state government has at its disposal the facilities, the
resources and the people to continue the industry—
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File name: knus2008_10_28_62.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Tablelands Research Stations
	Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers-LNP) (12.11 pm): I just want to acknowledge the honourable member for Fitzroy. It is great to see you ...
	Honourable members: Hear, hear!
	Mr KNUTH: The announcement by this government to sell off the tablelands research stations is appalling, short-sighted and bewil...
	The recommendations from the report stated that retaining the sites is a viable option and that while option 1 may have been mor...
	Over the years we have seen DPI reduced to a mere shadow of its former self, and the closure of these centres will only add to t...
	The LNP supports the introduction of additional extension officers but will not sell off any land. We have grave concerns for th...
	The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics predicts that agricultural production in the sugar industry could d...
	Future challenges for the industry combined with the lack of research and development will minimise the contribution this indust...
	Minister, what is the value of the land and the herd? Minister, we want an ironclad guarantee that any money from the sale of th...
	Time expired.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


